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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's request for the withdrawal of the election of species requirement is 
persuasive and, therefore, the restriction requirement is withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Nagaya (US Patent No WO 2004/030971 ). 

Regarding claim 1 , Nagaya discloses an elastic member (see fig below) attached to a 
load member (see fig below) provided in a wheel of a wheel unit and placed to allow 
vibrations of the wheel unit and vibrations of said load member to dampen each other; a 
suspension arm (see suspension arm below) having one end connected to said elastic 
member (see fig below, suspension connected to elastic member via knuckle) and the 
other end fixed to a vehicle body pivotably in a top-bottom direction of said vehicle body 
(see fig below), and a rotatably supporting member connected to said suspension arm 
and the elastic member to rotatably support the wheel (see fig below). 
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FIG. 2 (a) 
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Regarding claim 2, Nagaya discloses a motor generating motive power (see motor 
above), a motor output shaft (see fig above) connected to the wheel via a constant 
velocity joint (see fig above) to allow the motive power generated by the motor to be 
transmitted to the wheel (see fig above), and a case housing the motor (see housing 
above), and the elastic member is attached to said case (see fig above). 



Regarding claim 3, Nagaya discloses a first output shaft connected to said motor (see 
fig above) and a second output (see fig above) shaft having one end fitted into said first 
output shaft and the other end connected to said constant velocity joint (see fig above). 
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Regarding claim 4, Nagaya discloses the load member is a weight provided to the 
wheel without connected to said wheel (see fig above). 

Regarding claim 5, Nagaya discloses the suspension arm is comprised of an upper arm 
and a lower arm (see fig above), and said elastic member is connected to at least one 
of said upper arm and said lower arm (see fig above). 

Regarding claim 13, Nagaya discloses wherein said elastic member is comprised of an 
upper elastic member and a lower elastic member, the upper elastic member is 
connected to the upper arm, and the lower elastic member is connected to said lower 
arm (see fig above). 

Regarding claim 14, Nagaya discloses wherein the upper elastic member and the lower 
elastic member are attached to said load member in the top-bottom direction of said 
vehicle body (see fig above), and said upper arm (fig above) and said lower arm (see fig 
above) are connected respectively to said upper elastic member (see fig above) and 
said lower elastic member in the top-bottom direction of said vehicle body (see fig 
above). 

Regarding claim 15, Nagaya discloses said upper elastic member and said lower elastic 
member are each comprised of at least one elastic body (see elastic member above). 
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Regarding claim 16, Nagaya discloses wherein at least one elastic body is each a 
rubber mount (see fig 2(a) above). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6-12, 17-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CYNTHIA F. COLLADO whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8315. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 6-2. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Christopher P Ellis/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3618 

CFC 

/Cynthia F Collado/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3618 



